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ANTHROPOLOGIC LITERATURE 

The Mythology of the Bella Coola Indians. By Franz Boas. (Memoirs 
of the American Museum of Natural History, vol. ii, Anthro- 
pology I.) New York : 1898. 4°, pp. 25-127, pis. vii-xii. 

The institution of "The Jesup North Pacific Expedition," in 1897, 
marked an event in the history of American anthropology. Some of the 
preliminary results have been made known by different collaborators in 
the expedition in several preliminary announcements ; the more full 
and elaborate results are now appearing in a sumptuous series, of which 
the memoir under notice is the second. 

The Bella Coola comprise a small tribe of coastwise Amerinds of 
British Columbia ; the designation being a corruption of the name by 
which they are known to the neighboring Kwakiutl tribesmen. They 
seem to be a remnant of larger groups, and have no comprehensive 
name of their own. Their language belongs to the Salishan stock, 
though they are now cut off from their more southerly colinguals by 
intervening Athapascan and Kwakiutl tribes, and have furthermore 
undergone modification through intermarriage with their northerly 
neighbors. As is normal to peoples of mixed culture and blood, they 
have an exuberant mythology, which is noteworthy for the number of 
deities and for the perfection of the hierarchy in which they are 
arranged. They believe in five worlds, two above and two below the 
earth ; in the uppermost resides the supreme deity, " a woman who in- 
terferes comparatively little with the fates of mankind" (p. 27), while 
in the center of the next lower world stands the house of the gods, the 
residence of the Sun and other deities ; then follows the earth, as an 
island swimming in the ocean ; the nearer underworld is inhabited by 
ghosts free to rise to the lower heaven, whence they may be sent again 
to earth, while the lowermost realm is occupied by ghosts of a second 
death, from which there is no resurrection. In the fiducial observances, 
comparatively little attention is paid to the supreme female, while 
special prayers and oblations are made to the Sun and to various sub- 
ordinate tutelaries, including the Moon. As usual among primitive 
peoples, most of the deities are personified in zoic form, though some 
of the forms {e. g., the Thunder-bird) are mythic. The traditions in 
which the mythology is crystallized are (quite naturally, in view of the 
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composite genesis of the tribe) frequently incongruous, different families 
reckoning descent from diverse lines of mythical ancestry ; and these 
family traditions constitute important hereditary possessions, which are 
carefully reckoned as the most highly valued property in arranging 
marriage, adoption, etc. These family traditions are given tangible 
form in crests, akin to those of European heraldry, and in ceremonial 
masks, in which the Bella Coola are peculiarly rich. Naturally the prom- 
inence of the family tradition is reflected in the social organization. 
The tribe is at present endogamic— though the extensive admixture of 
culture and blood betokens alien affiliation, at least in past generations. 
The record, as a whole, bears inherent evidence of unusual thorough- 
ness of inquiry, and exceptional appreciation of primitive characteris- 
tics ; the author was evidently interested in equal measure in the 
philology, mythology, and sociology of the tribe, and fully mindful of 
their esthetic and industrial characteristics ; accordingly, the treat- 
ment is a model of completeness. On the whole, the Bella Coola 
afford a peculiarly instructive example of Amerindic mythology ; and 
the value of the example to the anthropologists of the world is enhanced 
to the highest standard by Dr Boas' thorough treatment. His mono- 
graph seems destined to become a classic in American anthropology. 

W J McGee. 

Anthropologic des Anciens Habitants de la Region Calchaquie {Jiepub- 
lique Argentine), par Herman F. C. ten Kate. (Anales del Museo 
de la Plata, Seccion Antropologica, i.) La Plata : 1896. Folio, 62 
pp., 17 pi. 
In the introduction the author tells us that the Calchaqui region is 
in the northwestern part of Argentina, and comprises a large part of the 
provinces of Catamarca, Tucuman, Salta, and Jujuy. It is a high, 
mountainous region, and it is now arid ; but it shows evidences of hav- 
ing been once fertile and well populated with a prosperous race who 
had made considerable advances in architecture, agriculture, metal- 
lurgy, weaving, ceramics, and other useful arts. Ancient ruined cities 
and fortresses abound in the region. Interment was conducted in 
several different ways, depending, it is thought, on the different social 
conditions of the deceased. The decay of this civilization is supposed 
to be due, in part, to conquest and in part to climatic changes. The 
present aboriginal inhabitants of the region, few in number, possess 
some characteristics of the ancient people and are supposed to be their 
mixed descendants. 

The work is devoted chiefly to a description of the human bones 
found in the Calchaqui region, and this has been achieved in the careful, 



